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Universal Hepatitis B Vaccination in Adults Aged 19–59 Years: Updated 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)

Introduction 
Hepatitis B (HepB) is a vaccine-preventable, 
communicable disease of the liver caused by HBV. 
Since HepB vaccine was introduced in 1982, the 
number of reported HepB cases has declined 
substantially. However, the rate of reported acute 
HepB cases has remained stable over the past 
decade.1,2 The Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) recently updated recommendations 
for HepB vaccination in hopes of increasing 
vaccination coverage and decreasing HepB cases.1 A 
summary of persons recommended to receive HepB 
vaccination is presented in Figure 1. Recommended 
dosing and scheduling is in Table 1. Providers who 
have questions about the updated recommendations 
can contact the Washoe County Health District 
(WCHD) Immunization Program at 775-328-2402. 
 

ACIP HepB Update Highlights 
1. Expanded age range for universal HepB 
vaccination now includes adults aged 19–59 
years. Approximately one half of acute HepB cases 
reported in 2019 occurred among adults aged 30–49 
years while one in five cases occurred in adults aged 
50-59 years. However, HepB vaccination coverage 
among adults aged ≥19 years is low (30%). A 
universal recommendation for HepB vaccination 1) 
eliminates the need for risk factor screening and 
disclosure before vaccination, and 2) could increase 
the number of persons who receive vaccination 
before the onset of chronic liver disease and other 
comorbidities (e.g., obesity or diabetes) that might 
make vaccination less effective.1 
 
2. Adults aged ≥60 years without known 
risk factors for hepatitis B may receive HepB 
vaccines. Previously providers were advised to 
administer HepB vaccine to all patients who 
requested it. The new language for adults aged ≥60 
years without known risk factors is intended to 
prompt all providers to offer HepB vaccination to 
patients in that cohort, rather than wait for a patient 
to request vaccination.1 

Figure 1: Persons recommended to receive hepatitis B 
vaccination. Updates highlighted in yellow. 

 
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7113a1-

H.pdf  
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Table 1: Recommended doses and schedules of hepatitis B vaccine for adults aged ≥18 years and persons aged 11–19 
years, by vaccine type and age group* 

 
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7113a1-H.pdf

Reporting 

The list of reportable communicable diseases and 
reporting forms can be found at: 
http://tinyurl.com/WashoeDiseaseReporting 

Report communicable diseases to WCHD.  To 
report a communicable disease, please call 
775-328-2447 or fax your report to the WCHD 
at 775-328-3764.  
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